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omonas aeruginosa (figure courtesy of J. Xavier and K. Foster). In each case, the colony grows in a
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This article has focused on the question
how recurrent

population waves alter evolutionary dynamics. The rapidly
growing data on genetic variation within and between
species challenges our understanding of molecular evolution. Why, for example, are signatures of positive selection so
strong in the fruit fly experiments but so weak in human populations? Are patterns of genetic variation more strongly
shaped by genetic drift or genetic draft? Another important
issue is the effect of the gene proximity on the speed of
adaptation in asexual populations.16 How recombination and
interactions between genes shape evolutionary patterns are
further important questions.17 Insights into those central issues of evolutionary genetics should benefit from further de-
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